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President’s Corner

In early November | sent a message to those on
our online list explaining a financial dilemma the
guild is facing. In this message | would like to go
into more detail.

The nature of the guild’s income is that the second
half of the year's income is much greater than the
first half. This is because of the auction and bag
sale money that comes in the second half of the
year from the shows Yankee Peddler, Shaker in
the Woods, and Christmas in the Woods.

This year we are entering into the first half of the
new year with our finances dangerously low. This
is a result of our inability to recover from the last
two months of 2003. If | had been more alert to the
situation | would have suggested that we reduce
the number of scholarships given in 2004, how-
ever, we gave five as in past years, consequently
we need to find some way to safely get through
the next seven months.

The board has reluctantly decided to take the fol-
lowing actons:

1. Reduce the number of scholarships in 2005 to
one. This will save $4,000. and should help build
back our surplus. As our finances improve we will
gradually increase the number of scholarships.

2. We have combined the December and January
newsletter, thus reducing the newsletter cost by
one month.

We are also making the following requests:

** A one time voluntary donation of $5.00. If we
can get at least five hundred of our members to
help with this donation, we could raise $2500 to
help see us through the next few months.
- And -

**We are asking those of you that have member-
ship dues falling due in the next few months to
send them in early. This will be a big help with
our cash flow problem.

The guild has been struggling for the last several
years with reduced income due to a steady
decline in membership. Over the years we have
made many reductions in our expenses to
respond to this decline, without jeopardizing the
value of the guild to our membership.

However, the decline continues. We began 2004
with 948 members. We now have 873. A decline
of 75 members, or $2,255. ($30 X 75)

We need your show of support. Please consider
a $5. donation, and an early membership dues
payment, to help us through this hopefully short
term financial dilemma.

I wish | had happier news to report to you at this
time, but with a good response from members,
and the temporary adjustment in the number of
scholarships , we should be in good shape by this
time next year.

John

Croft_John@email.msn.com



Boar d
Ad dition Sta tus

The guild is still looking for new board members. We are in urgent need of new folks to step forward
to carry on the work of the guild. If you're interested, but concerned that you don't know what you might
be getting into, let me assure you that you will be given adequate time to "learn the ropes" before
those of us that want to retire leave. You will not be asked to take on responsibilities that you don't
feel you have time for. Once you've had a chance to aquatint yourself with the guild’s board activi-
ties, you can select the position that you are most interested in.

Our most immediate needs:

- President - Vice President

- Treasurer - Webmaster - Scholarship Chairman

In addition we would like to create a new position for publicity. As some of you have pointed out, we
could do much better in this area.

The continuation of the guild as a viable service to the arts and craft arena in Ohio depends on our
ability to find folks willing to step forward and continue the dream of our founders.

CAMERA
READ Y ADS

"/L' Columbus, Ohio

Outdoor Fine Art & Fine Craft Show

|
RETURN! Easton Town Center
For ad siz es and JUNE 24-26, 2005

prices contact the

Featuring over

guild of fice , or email 125 Artisans

Creati veOhio@aol.com




Classif 1ed

CLASSIFIED AD RATES: Deadline is the 24th of the
month. PLEASE NOTE we are on a 2 MONTH LAG. For
example - ads submitted on June 24th will be printed in the
August newsletter. 1x rate - $7.50 for 25 words of less plus
.40 per word over 25. 6x rate - $5.00 plus .30. Copy must
be typed or printed. OACG members are entitled to one
free classified ad per year (MAXIMUM OF 25 WORDS).
Email free ads to Creativeohio@aol.com Over 25 words
subject to above rates. Name and address count as four
(4) words, telephone as two (2) words. PAYMENT MUST
ACCOMPANY ALL CLASSIFIED AD ORDERS. Mail copy
and payment to classified ads, Creative Ohio, P O Box
3080, Lexington. OH 44904 or fax to 419-884-9641 and
charge to your Visa/Mastercard.

THE 2005 CLEVELAND/AKRON ARTS AND
CRAFTS SHOWS BOOKLET. Available in
January for $9. Over 450 show3o pre-order call
440-891-9085 or email CraftShowBooklet@aol.com

EXTRA INCOME - Wishing for extra reliable

monthly income from home? See what these Oh
crafters do on the side. No investment. Call Greta fi

information, 888-298-9765

OACG MEMBERS ONLY
Merchant Services Program

Great savings on rates and fees!
Membership is required to participate.
Ohio residency not required.

Visit the guild’s website for details:
www.cg-tinsmith.com/oacg/index.html
or call the office (419-884-9622)
to receive details in the mail.

Customer Service for Enrolled Members:
Discover Card - 800-347-2000
MasterCard/Visa - 877-641-0371

‘Wkgolf@aol.com

WELCOME!
NEW MEMBERS

Melissa Canney
London, OH
Melissa@columbus.gom
Show Promoter

Premier Promotions

Pat Seckel
Uniontown, OH
Psteckel@neo.com
Four Sisters

DaveWolfe

Pataskala, OH
Drwolfe1210@aol.com
Wood-sculptural/decorative
Candles

Four Seasons Crafts

Garry & Cindy Blevins

Glen Rock, R
Garyboxbuilder@adelphia.net
Wood-accessories

Cherith Brook Boxes

David Fisher

Greenville, A
Handhewn@localnet.com
Wood-accessories

Rita Zayac
N Royalton, OH
Gzayac@yahoo.com

D Fisher Bowl Carvey Herbs/Dried
Greenware Arrangements/Flowers
Harvesthyme

Wendy Kelly
Commercelwp, Ml

Clothing
Fabric-sculptural/decorative
K & S Crafts

Lynn & Richard Melchert
Lambertville, Mi
Rvmelchert@buckeye-
express.com
Fabric-Quilting

Nice Things 4-U by lynn

Brian Riley
Beallsville, OH
Driley@1st.net
Blacksmith

B Riley Blacksmith

Sunshine Artist Magazine

$5 off subscription for OACG
members only call 800/597-2573

Need a Wepsita?

10% discount for guild members

Contact CreativeOhio@aol.com

Current Acti ve
Member s

873




New Boar d Member s

Each month we will be introducing one or more of our Ne:a shop, which dérs
Board MembersThis month please say hello, welcome anclasses and supplies
THANK YOU! to Sephanie Colabianchi and Juanite

Martin. I have bee

blessed to have had
Ste phanie Cola bianc hi opportunity to stud
Str ongsville Ohio with many fine artists

| love doing pen ar
ink designs and am
certified Mary Owen
teacher Currently
am designing patter
that have been reque
ed by my students fi
use in class. | al
love painting in Ronnie Bringle's unique style of painting,
and have taken mangnany courses with Ronnie. During
the last two years, | have spent a week painting with her in
her hometown of McCune, Kansas, and already have my
reservation in for next year!

i #

| belong to four local chapters of the Society of
Decorative Painters and am looking into starting a new one
for my area. | have held a number diadr positions with
those groups. | have also been a member of the Atso
and Crafts Guild since 1991. | am looking forward to being
a part of the Board.

Art has always played a part in my life. In elementar
school, | fondly remember painting the "cloakroom" dool
with a mural when | was in the 5th grade. During the fir:
years of our marriage, | was always creating things for o
home. | even hand-painted 100 wooden ornaments for
first Christmas tree.

My first class in "Dle Painting” was in the early '80's. =
Needless to say have been hooked ever since. My pain | J

| have been married to Jim for 36 years, we have
three grown children, and three grandchildren. | work
part-time as a corporate paralegal. | have been a paralegal
for 24 years; | have a Bachelor éfits degree from
Baldwin-Wallace College, with a major in criminal justice.

ing has gone from painting for pleasure for family gifts to
business. | participate in juried art shows, teach at semin:
local community art centers, and mini-retreats. | also ha

New Boad Members - Continued on page 5



New Boad Members, continueddm page 4.

Juanita Mar
Sto w, Ohio

tin

"How long have you been
painting?" is the most fre
quent question | am asked

SHOW EVALUATIONS
Are YOU doing YOUR part?

Guild members can easily submit show evalug
tions online.These evaluations a for guild
members only Go to the guildS website:
http://Amww.cgtinsmith.com/oacg/index.html
and click on Submit Show Reviewf you would
like your review printed in the newsletter just
send a copy to CreativeOhio@aol.com.

when my artwork or ambi
tions become a topic. My
answer is "l can't remember
not painting, or at least want
ing to."

OACG Membership
Certificates

eMelissa is currently working on the cerif|
5 cates for 2005. If you have any questior
NYneed yours right awaypr corrected, con
tact her at 330.336.2713 or
OACG_Certificate@yahoo.com

Admittedly, when approach

ing an unfamiliar subject on a

fresh canvas, | sometimes
feel as though | have never held a brush before. Howe
once my brush is filled with paint and the first contact
made with the canvas, the adrenaline starts flowing and
uneasiness is replaced with peace and contentment.

As a native of HintonWest
Virginia, | have always loved t
outdoors, animals and childre®An
early move to Cleveland, Ohio ew
tually led to a major idrt Educatior
at Kent $ate University and my go
to combine my love of children a
Art by teaching. | now reside
Stow, Ohio.

JOIN US ONLINE!

A private Internet discussion group for
members of the OhiArts & Crafts Guild.
Ask questions, compare notes, share sources, sh
information, etc., all with the
convenience and speed of email:
It's FREE and easy to join.

| am very grateful and excited to be asked to serve pn
the board of the OACG and look forward to getting to knojv
the fellow members and promoting the guild.

Send your name, email address and
membership number to
tinsnip@cg-tinsmith.com
and tell us you would like to join the OACG-L

PROMOTE YOUR ART & THE GUILD

$6. roll - 1,000 labels peroll

Make check payable to OACG or call
the ofice to chage your order
Contact info on back of last page.




Creative Ohio

P.O. BOX 3080, LEXINGDN, OH 44904
www.cg-tinsmith.com/oacg/index.html
Web Mistress - Marcia Giordano
Linda Rebman, Qice Manager
OHIOACG@aol.com
Guild Office Hours: M-WF 9:00AM - 3:00 PM
419-884-9622 K&X: 419-884-964

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Stephanie Colabianchi, stephanie@countrysidefolkart.com
Lynn Corbin, Nomination 419-422-8321, Glennfin@aol.com
Phyllis Croft, 740-432-3847, 75214.1242@compuserve.com
Jayne Feussngdittlej@copperfast.com
Grace Flaesgarten, 440-239-8844, flaesgarten.1.1@juno.com
Barbara Franzreb, 330-467-7402, bfranzreb@calicogoose.com
Carl L. Giordano, &ndards, 330-336-7270, tinsnip@cg-tinsmith.com
Marcia Giordano, 330-336-7270, tinsnip@cg-tinsmith.com
Juanita Martin, CV&idio@aol.com
Marje Shook, 440-298-1428, mordiford@hotmail.com
DebbieTessanne, dkdairy@eohio.net

SCHOLARSHIPS
Don Earnest, 937-667-2871, EarnieDoandRo@aol.com

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
John Croft, President,
Croft_John@email.msn.com
Diane Elliott BrucknerAdvisor
661-252-8416, dianebruckner@aol.com
Treasurerto be appointed

PUBLICATIONS COMMITTEE
Diane Elliott BrucknerEditor, CreativeOhio@aol.com
Amy Williams, Graphic DesigneDTP

The opinions presented in articles within the Creative Ohio newsletter
are the opinions of the writers, and do not necessarily reflect the
opinions/policies of The Ohio Arts & Crafts Guild .
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