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I recently read a column in the
Columbus Dispatch, that is so
full of food for thought that I
wanted to share it with you.

As most of us are aware, art
education in our public schools
is one of the first areas under
attack when financial problems
arise.  We are also aware that

most of our schools are suffering financial stress. This
is true in Ohio, as well as many other states.  Art edu-
cation is often thought of as a luxury, or unnecessary
frill,  thus something that can be curtailed with little or
no consequence.

Those that try to mount a defense, usually site statis-
tics that show that those schools that have a good arts
program usually have a higher percentage of students
excelling in the basic subjects. Experience has shown
that this usually falls on deaf ears when money
becomes tight, and administration is looking for ways
to cut expenses.

Dennis W. Griffith, the president of the Columbus
College of Art and Design, in his Dispatch article of
Feb.4, 2006, has a slightly different approach in his
defense of art education. 

While he recognizes the importance of teaching the
basic skills, namely science, math, and writing, he
states that we must pay attention to what is going on
in the rest of the world and "add another basic skill set
to the current core curriculum."

That skill, he states is " creativity, and it is essential to
our economic health as a nation."

Wow! That's the first time I have ever heard a defense
of the arts tied to our economic survival. Usually we

think of it as a necessity to the development of a well
rounded person. Something that's nice to have, but
something we can limp along without. After all, how
many well rounded people do we really know.

But when you think of art education as the develop-
ment of creativity, then I believe it takes on much
more importance. Suddenly it ranks right up there with
math, science, and writing.

Let me quote directly from the article.

"If our children cannot develop their creative skills and
learn to apply the things they see and admire in pop-
ular culture (music, entertainment, art, design, and
fashion ) to their nascent professional lives, they will
be stuck in the 20th. century , and this is most cer-
tainly a 21st. century world. Other countries will eat
our lunch. We must be the innovators if we are to
lead. Creativity and innovation come with exposure,
practice, and personal growth. It is madness to ignore
the cultivation of these skill sets and aptitudes in an
entire generation of children."

As I discussed this article with my son-in-law, an art
teacher, he directed me to an article in today's paper.

House Bill 254, in an attempt to give the schools some
flexibility in making up for calamity days, changes the
requirement from days to hours of school per year. In
doing so, they reduced the required hours per school
year.  One school in central Ohio has immediately
proposed taking advantage of these reduced hours,
by shortening its school day by two hours. The pro-
posal then called for the laying off of two-hundred
teachers. It didn't say what courses would be elimi-
nated, but its not hard to guess which ones. The arti-
cle closed with the statement that this bill has passed.

Yes indeed, it truly is madness!
John .
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March 31 - April 9.
Stark County Art s Comes T ogether

Stark Arts Coming Together 1 (ACT 1) is a new arts initia-
tive created by a group of artists and arts enthusiasts from
the Stark County community.  It is an initiative designed to
celebrate the wealth of artistic excellence in the communi-
ty by bringing numerous arts events together for one
amazing week.  During the week of March 31 through
April 9, 2006, everyone in Stark County will have an abun-
dance of opportunities to enjoy the arts-as creators and as
audience members.  Events have been planned in
Eastern, Western, and Central Stark County, making ACT
1 the first countywide effort to celebrate the arts for an
entire week.

ACT 1 celebrates all of the arts, including music, dance,
theater, visual arts, etc., and everyone is invited!  In addi-
tion to arts organizations, many schools, civic groups,
social service organizations, churches, and businesses
are participating in ACT 1.  In an effort to bring the arts to
the people of Stark County, events are happening right in
their hometowns, and most events will be free or low-cost.
There is no requirement for having a sophisticated arts
background- persons of all levels of art expertise and age
groups will enjoy ACT 1!

According to Robb Hankins, President & CEO of Arts In
Stark, "We live in a county richer in creative activities than
any of us know."  ACT 1 is an effort to bring visibility to the
rich arts culture in Stark County, so that it can be recog-
nized for its distinctive excellence in the region.   The arts
inspire individuals, build communities, and enhance the
quality of life for all people.  Bringing attention to the arts
in our area through ACT 1 will help define Stark County as
an arts-oriented community, which will enhance its attrac-
tiveness as a tourist destination and business location.
Stark County can develop a nationally known arts identity
and potentially be listed in the book of 100 Best Art Towns
in the United States by John Villani.  Mayor Francis
Cicchinelli of Massillon, Mayor Janet Creighton of Canton,
and Mayor Toni Middleton of Alliance, have all embraced
this vision through their participation as honorary chairper-
sons for ACT 1.

ACT 1 highlights include: musical, dance, and theatrical
productions; arts exhibits for professional artists and
youth; artist studio tours; chalk-art activities, and many
other activities.  An interfaith activity entitled "Sacred
Meals" invites members of various faith communities to
join in creating pottery pieces to represent the different
faith traditions' expression of sacred meals.  "Picture It" is
a photography experience open to youth all over the coun-
ty.  Coffee houses around the county have worked togeth-
er to schedule "Readings" at different times and different
days throughout Stark ACT 1, and the libraries in all areas
are planning events.  The Carnation City Players is offer-
ing a "Look Behind the Curtain" to see a play being put
together. And SARTA will have poetry and arts displays on

buses travelling about the county.

Our goal of the Arts Coming Together is already being
achieved.  This is just the beginning!  We hope as we
grow, everyone will want to be an active part.  We hope
that you will join us!

For more information, contact Vicki Boatright,
330/936-7346, or email: monktoria@yahoo.com.
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Great savings on rates and fees! 
OACG Membership is required to participate. 

Ohio residency not required. 

Discover Card Pricing: 2.20% + $.08 (all cards)

Visa and MasterCard Pricing:

Discover Transaction Fee: Waived
AMEX, Diner's & JCB Transaction Fee:  $0.10

Chargeback Processing Fee: $15.00
Voice Authorizations & Voice Response Unit

Authorizations:      Waived
Monthly Minimum: Waived 

Referrals with open-to-buy: $2.00
Billback Surcharge (downgrades only) 0.50%

MyMerchantView.net on-line reporting: Waived

Rates
Electronic swipe 2.10%

Hand Keyed 2.70%
Internet/virtual terminal  2.69% + $0.10 (all cards)

ETC4 - Touch tone 2.71% + $0.40 (all cards)

Call 419-884-9622, or email CreativeOhio@aol.com for
specific details on the following - 

Hypercom T7 plus ~ YourPay .com
ETC4 (Touch T one) 

Please contact Discover Network at 1-800-347-7996 to
get signed up for all of your electronic processing needs.
You will need to provide Discover Network with the name
you joined the OACG with, and franchise code of 1061.
Discover Network will forward your information directly to
FDMS for account set up to accept Visa, MasterCard,
Discover Card and American Express and/or Diner's and
JCB cards.  

Questions?Questions?
Jennifer A. Davies, Phone: (954) 851-7764

Fax: (954) 575-6473
Email: jennifera.davies@firstdata.com

  

OACG MEMBERS ONLY
Merchant Services Program



2006 NORTHEAST OHIO ARTS AND CRAFTS
SHOW BOOKLET.  Over 450 shows.  $9.00.
440/891-9085 or CraftShowBooklet@aol.com for
details on how to order.

2006 SPRING ISSUE - CRAFTERS FORUM. An
Ohio/Michigan Arts & Crafts showbook directory.  A
bonus section of shows in other states is also includ-
ed for a total of 900+ shows.  Covers March, 2006 thru
March, 2007 shows.  Send $26. to:  THE CRAFTERS
FORUM, 1411 E. Main Cross St., Findlay, OH 45840 or
go to: www.etypewrite.com  click on THE
CRAFTERS FORUM.  Questions:  419/ 423-3299.
e-mail:  wc1eb2@aol.com

MARCH 24 - 25. Springtime in the Country. Avalon
Event Center Ballroom, North Royalton, Ohio. 3276
Concord Drive, Brunswick, Ohio   44212  Maria
Pistiolas: mpistiolis@hotmail.com

MAY 6 - 7. Canfield Spring Garden & Craft Show.
Canfield, OH Fair Grounds.  330/482-0214 - ask for
Sue or Lana. Email: linda@shakerwoods.com. To all
guild members, we'd love to have you aboard. 

OCTOBER 13 - 15. Bob Evans Farm is looking for
quality crafts for the Farm Festival and The Craft
Barn (consignment shop). Those interested should
contact: Gale Leslie, The Bob Evans Farm, PO Box
198, Rio Grande, OH  45674 800-994-3276,
gale.leslie@bobevans.com

FOR SALE Engineered cedar booth-roof & floor,
includes heavy duty snap-on section tarp, roof & 4
sides, can be used as canopy-$1500. Dome Tent-
$500. 10x12 permanent log cabin booth at Prairie
Peddler- $700. 330/667-2692 or bundy@netlink.net.
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Classified Classified AdsAds
CLASSIFIED AD RATES: Deadline is the 24th of the
month.  PLEASE NOTE we are on a 2 MONTH LAG.   1x
rate - $7.50 for 25 words or less plus .40 per word over 25.
6x rate - $5.00 plus .30. Copy must be typed or printed.
OACG members are entitled to one free classified ad per
year (MAXIMUM OF 25 WORDS).  Email free ads to
Creativeohio@aol.com  Over 25 words subject to above
rates.  Name and address count as four (4) words, tele-
phone as two (2) words.  PAYMENT MUST ACCOMPANY
ALL CLASSIFIED AD ORDERS.  Mail copy and payment to
classified ads, Creative Ohio,      P O Box 3080, Lexington.
OH  44904 or fax to 419-884-9641 and charge to your
Visa/Mastercard.

WELCOME! NEW MEMBERSNEW MEMBERS
Jennifer V issuso
Homeworth, OH
jvizzuso@netlink.net
Beaded cones and dolls
J L V Designs

Andrew White
Chagrin Falls, OH 
awhite@nasplhg.org
Furniture
The A D White Co

Dan Collins
Medina, OH
sportsteamplaques@
neo.rr.com
Wooden plaques
Sports Team Plaques
LLC

Donna Semegen
Akron, OH
disemegen@aol.com
Pysanky
Natural Materials
Anna's Memories

Karen Semegen-
Kline
Parma Hts, OH
kesemegen@aol.com
Pysanky
Natural Materials-
other
Anna's Memories

Need a Website?
www.customwebdesigns4artists.com

10% discount for

Guild Members

BLACKSMITHING CLASSES - basic and advanced. 
Contact Loren: 740/674-4863,  loren@simply-
smithing.com, Simply Smithing,
4435 Salt Creek Dr., Duncan Falls, OH 43734

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY-  JN Fabrications, Inc.,
maker of the conestoga covered wagons since 1993.
I would like to pass this business opportunity on to
someone interested in this sewing and welding oper-
ation.  Janice Naderer, jnfab@loganrec.com,
937/465-3203

FOR SALE - Booth, 10' X 10' canvas & wood, used
at Yankee & period shows.  Call or email for photos,
$775.  Marje Shook: mordiford@hotmail.com,
440/298-1428

BENCHMARK
INSURANCE

Liability & Property 
Coverage for

Artists/Crafters
614-891-7791
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Patty Aldridge
Good Scent s Vintage Treasures
960 North Road SE
Warren, OH 44484
330/856-1666
paldridge@neo.rr .com
goodscent svint agetreasures.com

I have always loved old things,
primitive and vintage. I love going to sales, auctions
and antique shops and any grandmother’s attic. My
other love has been scented treasures whether it be
candles, wax melts, wax grubby loafs, cupcakes,
primitive scented ornaments, gingerbread men , grub-
by stars, hearts and fantastic scented lotion bars for

the body and scent-
ed lip balm. Lets
not forget potpourri
with rosehips fixens
and wonderful wax
melts in the same
scent.   So I decid-
ed to combine the
two.
My candles are all

handmade one by one with love by me. They are
hand poured, dipped, and whipped to create a won-
derful all around old fashioned creation. Due to this,
candle colors & homespun fabric may vary a little.
They are truly maximum scented throughout the
whole candle not just the top. I use only the finest of
waxes, proper additives and 100% non diluted fra-
grance oil. Top of the line scents for lasting aroma and
lead free wicks. I have spent a lot of time searching
and found top of
the line ingredi-
ents. Great even
burn and creamy
good looks and
the aroma will fill
your senses. So
combining the two
I have also made
homemade
unique creations in wonderful reproductions like berry
buckets, pails and other great finds. Really neat rustic
candles in glass primitive jars. Plus authentic items I
have purchased from my different adventures for the

OACG Featured OACG Featured ArtistArtist
March 2006March 2006

primitive lover in you. Vintage graniteware, enamel-
ware, glass jars, bowls, tins and baking containers
and anything else I think I can pour a candle in. I will
have no two alike in these so when sold it is gone. I

take a lot of
pride in all  of
this.  This is my
old fashioned
store. I always
tell visitors that
if you are look-
ing for some-
thing I don't
have please
call or email me

and maybe I will be able to find it and add it to my
store. All products are handmade so due to this all
sales are final unless a refund is requested due to an
error that I made.mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm

I have started to
expand my primi-
tive soaps into old
fashioned looking
pears, apples,
sheep and other
looking scented
time worn treas-
ures that I also
love to add my
special blend of
spices to give
them that added primitive touch .   I just love the old
looking, grubby, grungy, primitive and old fashioned
scented charms of yesterday.
Please visit my web site to see quite a varied selec-
tion of my candles and primitive scented treasures. I
am always working on different types of primitives.
From old coffee tin candles, old fashioned fabric cov-
ered boxes to old graniteware bowls with scented
sprigs filled with a number of my gingerbread boys. 

So I hope you will
stop in.  One of my
favorite shows I do
is Shaker Woods.
This year will also
be my first year at
TheYankee Peddler
Show.  Please stop
by and say hello.
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CAMERA READCAMERA READY Y ADSADS

ARE BACK!

Save your spot!       
Contact the guild’s office, or email

CreativeOhio@aol.com

WWon an award lately?on an award lately?

Send quality photos and story  
to the OACG office 

~ or ~
Email jpegs and story 

to CreativeOhio@aol.com

MEMBERS ONLY
SUBMIT A SHOW REVIEW - sign on to our web
site, http://www.ohioartsandcraftsguild.org.  Click on
“Submit Show Review,” fill out the form, click “sub-
mit show review.”  It’s really that simple. Reviews
are posted without names, but membership is veri-
fied. 

READ A SHOW REVIEW - sign on to our web
site, http://www.ohioartsandcraftsguild.org, click on
“Read Show Reviews,” Enter UserId: showreviews,
Password:readnow (both are lower case, no
spaces) UserId and Password will change periodi-
cally, and will be posted in this (Members Only)
monthly newsletter. 

JOIN US ONLINE - A FREE private Internet discus-
sion group for OACG members only.  Ask questions,
compare notes, share sources, show information, etc., all
with the convenience and speed of email.   Send your
name and email address to monktoria@yahoo.com and
tell us you would like to join the OACG-L

PROMOTE YOUR ART 
& THE GUILD

$6. roll - 1,000 labels per roll 
Make check payable to OACG or call

the office to charge your order. 
Contact info on back of last page.

CAMERACAMERA READYREADY AD  FEESAD  FEES
PRICES SHOWN PRICES SHOWN ARE FOR EACH ISSUEARE FOR EACH ISSUE

BUSINESS CARD SIZE: 3.5” X 2”   

1/3 PAGE - VERTICAL OR HORIZONTAL:  
(2.25” 9.25”)      (4.75” x 4.5”)  

1/6 PAGE - VERTICAL OR HORIZONTAL: 
(2.25” x 4.5”)     (3.25” x 4”)

1x
$ 25.

3x
30.

6x
35.

12x
40.

1x
$ 95.

3x
85.

6x
75.

12x
65.

1x
$ 50.

3x
55.

6x
60.

12x
65.



Creative OhioCreative Ohio
P.O. BOX 3080, LEXINGTON, OH  44904

www.ohioar tsandcraftsgui ld .org
Linda Rebman, Office Manager

OHIOACG@aol.com 
Guild Office Hours:  M-W-F 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM

419-884-9622  FAX:  419-884-9641

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
John Croft, President,

740-432-3847, Croft_John@email.msn.com
Diane Bruckner, Advisor

661-252-8416, dianebruckner@aol.com
Treasurer, to be appointed

GUILD’S MONTHLY NEWSLETTER
‘Creative Ohio ’ - Diane Bruckner, Editor

CreativeOhio@aol.com

SCHOLARSHIPS
Don Earnest, 937-667-2871, EarnieDoandRo@aol.com

Russell Jurecki, russ@paintedtailstudios.com 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Vicki Boatright, monktoria@yahoo.com

Stephanie Colabianchi, stephanie@countrysidefolkart.com
Lynn Corbin, Nomination 419-422-8321, Glennfin@aol.com

Phyllis Croft, 740-432-3847
Jayne Feussner, littlej@copperfast.com

Grace Flaesgarten, 440-239-8844, flaesgarten@sbcglobal.net
Barbara Franzreb, 330-467-7402, bfranzreb@calicogoose.com

Carl L. Giordano, Standards, 330-336-7270, tinsnip@cg-tinsmith.com
Marcia Giordano, 330-336-7270, tinsnip@cg-tinsmith.com

Nancy Juhasz, juhaszsn@sssnet.com   
Juanita Martin, CVStudio@aol.com

Marje Shook, 440-298-1428, mordiford@hotmail.com  

The opinions presented in articles within the Creative Ohio newsletter 

are the opinions of the writers, and do not necessarily reflect the 

opinions/policies of The Ohio Arts & Crafts Guild.
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